JOHN HENRY NEWMAN               me
did not imagine, John, that with all your tutoric gravity, and your brown room, you could be so absurd as your letter (I beg your pardon) seems to betray.
How very thoughtless I must be ! I have proceeded so far without saying one word of your c unwellness,' which ought to have come first; 1 hope it was worthy of no higher appellation. ... In the Long Vacation, you know, we shall be able to nurse you. . . .
Well, I really think I have found out the secret of my difficulty in writing to you. It is because I never told you that difficulty. At least, I find I write much easier since my confession.
J. C. N. (ins SISTER) TO J. H. N.
May 5, 1826.
I am very sorry to hear you have been so poorly. I feared you were not well when you were last here. Tho design you have formed of reading through the Fathers reminds me of Archbishop Usher; he was eighteen years in accomplishing the task, and he began at twenty. What is meant by ' the Fathers' ? Surely not all the authors from the second century to Bernard 1
June 6, 1826, Mrs. Newman writes on Mr. Francis Newman's double first, taken with especial distinction.
I think I must congratulate you equally with Frank on his success, as I suspect your anxiety on the occasion has been much greater than even his.
Again (June 13) :
It is very delightful about Frank. I am more thankful on your account than on his. He is a piece of adamant. You are such a sensitive being.1
JOHN W. BOWDEN, ESQ., TO BEV. J. H. NEWMAK.
August 4, 1826.
, . . Now toucliant les miracles, do you recollect our re; marking that all sceptical ways of accounting for the establishment of Christianity are much more marvellous and difS-
1 In November of this year Mr. F. W. Newman got a fellowship at BaUiol.                                                  - - - - ' something to do.7 I will writee seen cause
